
Yag Capsulotomy: 
What is posterior capsular opacification?
During cataract surgery, the natural lens of the eye is removed. The 
tissue bag that holds this lens remains in place and a new plastic lens is 
placed inside this bag.  Over time, the back of this bag can become 
cloudy (”posterior capsule opacification”) so that light is not well 
focused.  Sometimes called a “second cataract,” this change is not a 
true cataract but has many similar symptoms with blurry vision at near 
and far and glare. 

Treatment: Yag Capsulotomy
The cloudy material of the bag that holds the lens in place can 
be opened up with a laser.  The procedure itself is done by 
placing a numbing drop on the eye, then a contact lens to 
keep the eye open.  The laser is applied through this lens to 
open up the cloudy back of the bag.  The  This opening allows 
light to go through the lens without being blurred and once 
again come into good focus at the back of the eye for better 
vision. 

All patients with new/worsening floaters, flashing lights, blackout of part of 
peripheral vision (like a curtain rising/falling) or changes in vision should call 
immediately and we can arrange an urgent dilated eye examination.  

Risks of Treatment: 
In general, patients do very well with this treatment with rapid restoration of good vision and no activity 
restrictions afterwards.  Though not an exhaustive list, the following are some of the potential complications. 
It is possible for the laser energy to hit either the lens in front of the bag or the vitreous jelly in the eye behind 
the bag.  When the laser hits the lens, it can create small pock-marks in the lens.  These usually do not cause any 
visual symptoms but can cause glare/halos.  Capsulotomy has also been associated with a small but significant 
increased risk of retinal detachments.  Warning signs of retinal detachments are floaters, flashing lights, a 
curtain in the vision or big change in vision, so we do ask patients to come in for urgent evaluation of these 
symptoms. 


